
On Thanksgiving Day, I received a phone call from a very dear friend in  
California.  At first I thought how sweet of her to call me on the holiday, but 
then I realized something was terribly wrong.  Oscar, her 12-year-old  
Bernese Mountain Dog, had been lying behind her car and she didnôt see 
him, and ran over him.  Such a very sad thing to happen, and to happen on 
Thanksgiving Day made it worse for her.  I spent the rest of the day thinking 
of my dogs and how thankful I am to have them in my life.  Yes, there are 
times when they are naughty and do things they shouldnôt, but they wouldnôt 
be dogs if they didnôt.  I am not sure if it was due to that phone call or just my 
mood for the day, but I had four extremely spoiled dogs on Thanksgiving.  I 
could not pet them, cuddle with them, or kiss them enough, and I hope you 
take a moment to do the same with your dogs. 
 
The holidays are upon us and it is time to put up the Christmas tree and  
holiday decorations.  After the Festival of Trees, everyone always asks me 
what my tree looks like at home.  Is it as glamorous as what I do for the  
Festival?  The answer is:  not quite!  But I do usually put up a very nice tree, 
on top of a table, with a large X-pen surrounding it to keep it safe from big 
wagging tails!  I was given some inspiration by another friend and this year  
I plan on decorating my X-pen, too.  Just for the fun of it. 
 
If I donôt see you before Christmas, I wish each and every one of you a very 
happy holiday season and a wonderful New Year, filled with lots of fun time 
with your dogs.  May the coming year be filled with as many wins and new 
titles as  you can possibly enjoy! 
 
Merry Christmas, 
Susan Parr 
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2010 Show Judges  

All Breed Show, Obedience and Rally Trials  

 
It is time to begin the judges selection process for the 2010 show.  Please bring your suggestions to the club meeting on 
December 17 (remember, the location for the December meeting has been changedðsee HRKC Calendar), or provide 
your input to Joe Larson  via any of the contact methods below.   
 

Telephone:  360-683-5364 or 360-460-1967 
Email:  lilmac@olypen.com 
Postal Address:  6334 Old Olympic Highway, Sequim, WA  98382 

 
Your  suggested judges will be announced to the club for approval at the December 17 meeting.  If approved, they will 
be contacted for availability and fees.  From this list, the judging slate will be selected by the Judges Selection  
Committee, who will be appointed at the January Board Meeting.  If you would like to serve on this committee, please 
contact Joe Larson or any Board member (see page 18 for names and contact information). 
 
Some things to consider with your judges suggestions that may affect the clubôs costs and financial gain: 
 
1. Popular judges draw entries. 
2. Travel costs:  the greater the distance is usually more expensive 
3. Husband and wife teams save travel costs (rental car and rooms) 
4. The judge should be able to judge two groups.  This covers the minimum number of judges for both days. 
5. Provisional judges should be considered. 
 
 
From the July 18, 2007 General Meeting Minutes: 
 
A second motion was made to approve the modified standing rule, as follows: 
 
1. The Board of Directors will appoint the Judges Selection Committee, which will be responsible for nominating and 

recruiting judges for the Club-sponsored All-Breed Dog Shows and Obedience Trials. 
2. The Judges Selection Committee will consist of a minimum of 5 members or a maximum of 8 members, including 

the Chair of the committee.  The members will represent the 7 Groups and Obedience, and should be active partici-
pants in Conformation Shows and/or Obedience Trials. 

3. The Judges Selection Committee Chair will serve for one year. 
4. Before any judges are contacted for the shows, such judges must be approved by a majority vote of the General 

Membership in any regular meeting at which a quorum is present. 
5. The date of the upcoming vote must be announced in an HRKC newsletter published at least one week in advance 

of the vote. 
 
The motion passed. 

Submitted by Joe Larson 

Open House - Olympic Gentle Paws  

 Olympic Gentle Paws is hosting an Open House on Thursday, Dec. 11, 6:00 pm, at Pioneer Memorial Park  
Garden Club Building, 200 Block E. Washington Street, Sequim.   Do you have a therapy dog lurking at 

home?   Come and visit with us and we can discuss our program.   It is very rewarding for you and your dog!  
  

We will have a tasty Pot Luck dinner and some human and doggie demonstrations.   
Everyone is welcome.  

 
For more information, call Chris Cornell at 360 -681-4440. 
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2009 Officers Slate  
Submitted by Melissa Smith  

 

The Nominating Committee has decided on the following members to be voted upon at the December 17 
General Meeting.  Members may nominate other members from the floor or as write-in candidates on the  
voting ballot, provided the member(s) being nominated know they are being nominated and are in agreement. 
 
 Presidentéééééé..  Susan Parr 
 Vice-Presidentéééé   Mary Franden 
 Treasureréééééé.   Elaine Booker 
 Secretaryéééééé.   Anne Andritsch 
 Boardéééééééé   Nancy Tinker 
 Boardéééééééé   Melissa Smith 
 Boardééééééé..    Bob Whitcomb 
 
CANDIDATE BIOS  
Susan Parr, President:  Susan Parr is the clubôs current President, elected to office in 2007.  Susan grew  
up in Sequim, has shown horses and now shows her three Bernese Mountain Dogs (Frodo, Brandy and  
Gandalf), in conformation, agility, obedience, rally and drafting.  Susan also owns a travel agency in Port  
Angeles, has a teenage son, and is involved in many community projects.  She has been past President of 
WESTA (Western Association of Travel Agencies) and remains on the WESTA Board.  Her ability to work 
with 142 travel agency owners has prepared her well for the role of HRKC President.  Susan has been instru-
mental in coordinating the Programs for the HRKC General Meetings, and volunteers her time at club events. 
 
Mary Franden, Vice President:  Mary has been an active board member of the HRKC for the past 4 years, 
serving as club Secretary for 3 years and as the current Vice President.  Mary grew up in Northern Illinois, 
and worked in the Pharmaceutical/Biotech industry until her retirement in 2003.  Moving to Sequim 5 years 
ago, Mary joined the HRKC in January 2004.  Having Collies in her life since the early 1970s, she has shown 
her dogs in conformation, obedience, rally, herding, agility, carting and tracking.  She has bred Collies that 
are in performance homes in Germany, Oregon, California, Texas and Illinois.  Mary has actively supported 
the club as an officer and in the coordination of club events, including a new venue for HRKC, a carting  
competition targeted for April 2009. 
 
Elaine Booker, Treasurer:  Elaine is currently the club newsletter editor, joining the club in December 2007 
and assuming newsletter responsibilities in January 2008.  She worked in the hi tech industry as a technical 
project manager and now devotes her time and energies to anything dog-related.  A newcomer to Sequim, 
Elaine and her husband, Michael Goodwin, arrived in June 2007 with their two German Shepherd Dogs who 
she dotes on as their executive chef and treat-dispenser.  Elaine has lived in many parts of the United States 
in her adult life, having met her German-North Carolinian husband in Atlanta, GA, and then eloping to Saint  
Lucia a year later.  Elaine was active in obedience, tracking and agility with her dogs until they became un-
able to compete, and can now be found at many canine performance sporting events with her camera, snap-
ping photos of club members and their dogs.  She is an active volunteer for HRKC club events.   If elected to 
serve as club Treasurer, Elaine will continue her duties as the Newsletter Editor. 
 
Anne Andritsch, Secretary:  Anne is the current club Secretary and Historian, and has also served on the 
Board.  Anne joined the HRKC in February 2003, and has been an active volunteer at almost every agility trial 
and All-Breed Show.  She loves being around dogs and people, and is proudly owned by two Portuguese  
Water Dogs, Lucy and Charlie.  Anne and her husband, Tom, moved to Port Townsend in 1998 and enjoy 
living on the Olympic Peninsula.  She enjoys cooking (if you have attended the monthly meetings you may 
have enjoyed the treats she has generously, and frequently supplied), gardening, walking and is  
active in her church.  
 

(continued next page) 
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(continued from previous page) - 2009 Officers Slate 
 
Nancy Tinker, Board:  Nancy is a current Board member and has been active on the Board for several 
years, instrumental in coordinating and chairing Agility Trials and the All-Breed shows.  She is a career 
trainer, teaching dogs and their owners to prepare for obedience and agility trials, and many of her students 
have gone on to win many performance titles.  Nancy is an avid supporter of club activities and volunteer. 
 
Melissa Smith, Board:  Melissa Smith is a current Board member and has been active on the Board for  
several years, during which she and has actively supported club activities and volunteered at the club Agility 
Trials and All-Breed Shows.  She runs a busy veterinarian practice at her clinic in Sequim and, in her spare 
time, Melissa trains and shows in agility, and volunteers her services as our All-Breed show vet. 
 
Bob Whitcomb, Board: Bob is a current Board member and has actively volunteered at and supported club 
events and served on past committees.  He is a retired general contractor and has generously provided his 
skills in the repair and maintenance of club equipment and show grounds setup.  Bob has bred Cavaliers for 
more than 14 years, and is a 12-year member of a Cavalier club in addition to his membership in   the  HRKC. 

Christmas Party Update!!  
 
A change in the information published in last monthôs newsletter: 
At the November meeting, the club members voted NOT to have a silent auction or a gift exchange at the Christmas 
Party.   
 
Ratheré, in place of a gift exchange, the club members voted to donate food items (canine or human) to the local Food 
Bank.  Bring your donation items for the Food Bank to the Christmas Party on December 10

th
, or to the club General 

Meeting on December 17
th
.  Or, you can be extra generous and bring donations to both events! 

 
In keeping with food safety guidelines, please DO NOT donate the following items: 
-  Individual glass baby food jars and juice bottles 
-  Homemade foods 
-  Non-commercially packaged items 
-  Open or partially used item 
 

Cedarbrook Lavender Farm Restaurant  
7:00 p.m.,   December 10 

1345 S. Sequim Avenue, Sequim (south of Hwy 101).  Directions below. 
 
Driving Directions:  Take Hwy 101 toward Sequim.  Exit at Sequim Avenue exit and go south on Sequim Avenue to 
approximately where Sequim Avenue intersects with Miller Road on the left.  DO NOT turn left onto Miller Road!   
Instead, look to your immediate right and you will see the sign and entrance for Cedarbrook Lavender Farm and Café, 
turn right into the drive and follow it past the café building on your left to the parking lot in back.    
There is plenty of parking. 

Membership News  

New Member Applicant: 
Margaret Preston:  952 E. Willow, Sequim, WA  98382. Individual Membership. Komondor.  Margaret has been a  

member of the Middle Atlantic State Komondor Club and has 25 years experience with the breed.  Margaret has been 
involved in conformation and is interested in helping with our agility shows.  She is sponsored by Chris Cornell and  

Veronica Lindstedt. The club will vote on Margaret's membership at the general club meeting on December 17, 2008. 
 

Submitted by Jan Garrison 
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Legislative News  

WASHINGTON 
 
Monroe  - (11/16/08) - Monroe, like most area cities, uses a two-strike approach. Dogs earn the label of potentially  
dangerous once they bite or act aggressively. If a second incident happens, the dogs are registered as dangerous.  
That forces owners to keep stricter control of their dogs. Monroe is proposing elimination of that first warning for certain 
breeds, essentially giving them no second chances. The city isn't banning the breeds. If someone owns one of these 
breeds and the dog doesn't cause problems, owners would have to take no additional measures, she said. Potentially 
dangerous dogs with no history of seriously injuring people or other pets could earn their way off the city's bad dog list if 
they and their owners complete a program teaching responsible dog ownership, such as the American Kennel Club's 
Canine Good Citizen Program. The breeds on the proposed list are Akita, American Pit Bull Terrier, American Stafford-
shire Terrier, Bull Terrier, Cane Corso, Dogo Argentino, Dogue de Bordeaux, Kuvasz, Pit Bull Terrier, Presa Canario, 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier and Tosa Inu. Dogs with a mix of one or more of these breeds would also be regulated.   
http://heraldnet.com/article/20081116/NEWS01/711169906  
 
Moses Lake  - (10/20/08) -  Suggestions for changing the potentially dangerous dog ordinance were presented to the 
Moses Lake council but no action was taken. A committee appointed by Mayor Ron Covey to evaluate the ordinance  
met Oct. 7 and compiled a list of possible changes to the ordinance to possibly avoid banning pit bulls from the city.  
The committee consists of pit bull owners and city representatives. The committee suggested raising the fee to license 
an unaltered animal from $30 to $150, according to city documents. http://www.columbiabasinherald.com/
articles/2008/10/20/news/n2.10.20.08.txt 
 
Seattle - King County  - (10/21/08) - The Metropolitan King County Council took a preliminary vote, 8-0, Monday to  
direct County Executive Ron Sims to report on the feasibility and advisability of banning "continuous confinement" of 
dogs on chains or tethers or in small spaces. The report would consider a ban in unincorporated King County and  
possibly also in cities that contract with the county for animal-control services. Council Chairwoman Patterson said  
she also is considering legislation that would define "dangerous dogs," perhaps restricting certain breeds 
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2008290929_dogs21m.html 
 

Source:  http://mnlreport.typepad.com/the_monthly_national_legi/ 
 

Editors Note:  Members are encouraged to educate themselves on canine legislative trends, and to proactively voice 
their concerns and/or opposition to legislation that is contrary to responsible breeders and pet owners rights. 

I RESCUED A HUMAN TODAY  
Author unknown  

 
Her eyes met mine as she walked down the corridor peering apprehensively into the kennels.  I felt her need instantly 
and knew I had to help her.  I wagged my tail, not too exuberantly, so she wouldn't be afraid.  As she stopped at my  

kennel I blocked her view from a little accident I had in the back of my cage.  I didn't want her to know that I hadn't been 
walked today.  Sometimes the shelter keepers get too busy and I didn't want her to think poorly of them.   

 
As she read my kennel card I hoped that she wouldn't feel sad about my past.  I only have the future to look forward to 

and want to make a difference in someone's life.  She got down on her knees and made little kissy sounds at me.  I 
shoved my shoulder and side of my head up against the bars to comfort her.  Gentle fingertips caressed my neck; she 
was desperate for companionship.  A tear fell down her cheek and I raised my paw to assure her that all would be well. 

 
Soon my kennel door opened and her smile was so bright that  instantly jumped into her arms.  I would promise to keep 
her safe.  I would promise to always be by her side.  I would promise to do everything I could to see that radiant smile 

and sparkle in her eyes.  I was so fortunate that she came down my corridor.  So many more are out there who haven't 
walked the corridors.  So many more to be saved.  At least I could save one. 

 
I rescued a human today. 

http://heraldnet.com/article/20081116/NEWS01/711169906
http://www.columbiabasinherald.com/articles/2008/10/20/news/n2.10.20.08.txt
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2008290929_dogs21m.html
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Obedience School Winner! 
Graduating First in his Class 

(we wish!) 

HRKC Calendar  

 
December 10:  HRKC Christmas Party.  7:00 p.m.  
Cedarbrook Lavender Farm Restaurant  (see November 
newsletter, page 6 for details). 
 
December 17:  HRKC General Meeting, 7:00 p.m.  
(LOCATION CHANGE!!)   Goinô To The Dogs, 53 Valley 
Center Place, Sequim. 

Here in This House  

Here in this house... 
I will never know the loneliness I hear in the barks of the other dogs out there. 
I can sleep soundly, assured that when I wake my world will not have changed. 
I will never know hunger, or the fear of not knowing if I will eat. 
I will not shiver in the cold, or grow weary from the heat. 
I will feel the sunôs heat, and the rainôs coolness, and be allowed to smell all that can reach my nose. 
My fur will shine, and never be dirty or matted. 
 
Here in this houseé 
There will be an effort to communicate with me on my level. 
I will be talked to and, even if I donôt understand, I can enjoy the warmth of the words. 
I will be given a name so that I may know who I am among so many. 
My name will be used in joy, and I will love the sound of it! 
 
Here in this houseé 
I will never be a substitute for anything I am not. 
I will never be used to improve peopleôs image of themselves. 
I will be loved because I am who I am, not someoneôs idea of who I should be. 
I will never suffer for someoneôs anger, impatience or stupidity. 
I will be taught all the things I need to know to be loved by all. 
If I do not learn my lessons well, they will look to my teacher for blame. 
 
Here in this houseé 
If I am ill, I will be doctored. 
If scared, I will be calmed. 
If sad, I will be cheered. 
No matter what I look like, I will be considered beautiful and thought to be of value. 
I will never be cast out because I am too old, too ill, too unruly, or not cute enough. 
My life is a responsibility, and not an afterthought. 
I will learn that humans can almost, sometimes, be as kind and fair as dogs. 
 
Here in this houseé 
I will belong. 
I will be home. 
 

- Author unknown 



Page 7 Dece m be r  2 008  
Page 7  December  2008 

A 2009 Collectorõs Calendar! 
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Why Dog Show Entries Decline ñóPoliticsó 
Part 2 of 2, by Shirley Lawler 

 
The AKC dog clubs are losing a lot of exhibitors. The super rich can only enter (or win) with so many dogs, so perhaps 
there should be changes at AKC to make it more equitable for other dog show exhibitors with equally as nice dogs to 
also win.  Big campaigners or long time exhibitors are at every show and usually share the top placements, leaving the 
others out to make or ñfillò points for the dogs that, at every show, keep racking up the points.  It isn't just one show, it is 
all the AKC shows and, yes, even some cat shows.  With AKC, when the breeds go into the group, there they are, the 
same dogs week after week, show after show.  Those who advertise and have the big time handlers get the top three 
slots with some judges being kind to a ñnewò dog.  
 
No surprise there, the judges know who the big dogs are and, if not, they know which handler is on top because of the 
heavy advertising.  And then the magazines proudly tout the top dogs in each breed. Here is a reality check folks: those 
dogs in the top 20 are not necessarily a great dog or even a good one.  In todayôs show ring, it is mostly a matter of big 
money, big handler, big advertising budget that gets the dog there.  
 
I hear the complaints time and time again at the shows, with many saying something like, "I really prefer showing at UKC 
shows anymore, it seems to be fairer".  That may be true. I donôt know, but I do know that the small local AKC shows 
used to be a good place to start a dog and, now, it seems like the big dogs are there too.  Well, for those looking for 
small shows, you got your wish.  I was at a cat show recently and the club had 103 entries.  Dog shows that normally 
drew way over a thousand are down to a few hundred.  Not a good thing when you consider that the clubs already had a    
major outlay of funds to put on the show.  
 
Worse yet, the good dogs with good pedigrees that can contribute to the whelping box are lost to the breed because the 
dog owner says, 'the hell with it, I don't need this,' and they quit showing altogether.  As Iôve said before, 'you can't buy 
what you can't see'. In this case, most people won't breed to a dog unless it has at least a CH title and, to sell to good 
show homes, it just about has to be a ñrankedò dog to sell the puppies.  
 
So the spiral downward continues and it appears that it hasn't even hit bottom yet.  Maybe it is time for AKC to reevalu-
ate how they do shows, change the Rules and make it fair for all exhibitors.  It is too expensive to get lucky and still only 
come home with a point or two. First, the points system needs to be adjusted, and quickly!  Majors are hard to come by.  
Gone are the days when you could drive to a little show and think you could get some Group points for that new special. 
All the big guys are doing the same thing!  And they get paid to travel. 
 
ñHurricane Ikeò caused a lot of damage to the Texas/Louisiana area, and although a lot of show vendors sustained a lot 
of damage to their homes, most made it to support the shows and provide service to the show exhibitors. Sure it was an 
added hardship, but we here in the Houston/Galveston area pretty tough cookies.  We all chose to live in this area, and it 
isn't the first hurricane that we've been through.  The hurricane is not the reason shows are losing entries. 
 
The bottom line is, declining entries can be remedied but there must be changes.  This goes for AKC, CFA, and probably 
other dog and cat clubs too. This is the 21st Century.   Things have changed dramatically over the past few years but it 
appears that both dog and cat shows are stuck in a 'time warp'. Instead of meeting the current economic climate, they 
think they can continue to 'do business as usual'.  Entries are down, families and hobby breeders are giving it up and, 
PETA and HSUS are turning the pressure on.  All of which is affecting the sport of showing and breeding, whether it be 
dogs or cats.  Things are just not like what they used to be and never will be again.  
 
The future of the dog and cat shows comes down to having new people come to shows believing they can win because 
they will get a fair shake.  We need them to get involved in the sport and they cannot do that if they do not first: come to 
the shows.  And second: talk to average exhibitors who are not discouraged, who still love the shows and the social  
opportunities, and win often enough to make it worth while.  Then new people can fairly decide whether it is for them or 
not.  But if they come to a local show and there are no vendors to show them new products and, even worse, no one has 
time to talk to them, or those who do portray an increasingly negative picture, well, they wonôt come back. 
 
So it is back to no gate, no vendors, no entries, no shows. 
 
 

Source:  http://www.thedogpress.com/ClubNews/08112-dogshow-decline_Lawler.asp 
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Brags. . .  

Joe Larsonôs Sheltie, Starla (Ch Sunlar's Silver Star) 
(below), finished her AKC Championship at the Whidbey 
Island Kennel Club show on November 15th in Monroe.  
Starla also won the Bred by Exhibitor herding group at 

the Vancouver Kennel club show earlier this month.  
 

Congratulations Starla and Joe! 

Glorene Hansonôs Golden Retriever, Ginger (Duckabush Isle Thunderstorm CD RE MX MXJ MXPJ AXP) (above right 
and below), daughter of Rushhill's Haagen Daz and Rushhill's Faithful Journey, finished her Master Agility Preferred title 

at Sno-King, on November 8th and 9th, with a second place finish.  Glorene says that Ginger used to always get first 
place but that has changed now that they have five competitors, including being Australian Shepherds.  Even though 

they are in Preferred classes, Ginger can't seem to beat the Aussie course times.  After finishing her MXP title the pres-
sure was off and the next day, Monday, she double Q'd with two more second place finishes, giving her 11 double Q's 

toward her PAX.  Yippee!  Go Ginger!  
 

Congratulations Ginger and Glorene! 


