
April 2008, Volume 22, Number 4  

Member Spotlight 2 

Agility Trials 101: 
March Program 

3 

Guide Dog Puppy  
Pilots Anniversary! 

3 

HRKC Fun Match 3 

Sequim Fun & Brags 
in Bremerton é and 

4 

A Clan of Collies! 5 

Legislative News 6 

AwardsðHRKC 2008 
Dog Shows 

7 

Beware of Dog 7 

Medical Newsð
Canine Obesity 

8 

Try Something New 
With Your Dog! 

9 

HRKC Club Shirts and 
Jackets 

9 

Tax Humor 9 

Dog Haiku 9 

HRKC Calendar 10 

Itôs Show Time! 10 

Expanding Your Mind 
and Other Events 

11 

For Your Viewing 
Pleasure 

11 

March Board  
Meeting Minutes 

12 

March General  
Meeting Minutes 

13 

Trophy Sponsorships 14 

Awards Form 15 

Inside this issue:  

Donõt Sniff at April Program 
For decades in the U.S., dogs have been used by military and law enforcement agencies 
to locate bombs and drugs.  Recently, after a 2-year study, a panel of expert researchers 
concluded that dogs can also be trained to sniff out specific microbial volatile organic 
compounds associated with over 18 specific species of the most common toxic molds. 
 
As the often unseen problems of mold in homes and businesses grow, the ability to make 
use of dogsô powerful sense of smell is bringing new ôtechnologyô to the inspection busi-
ness.  In this extremely specialized field, mold dogs receive up to 1,000 hours of training 
and must be proficient in their duties before working with a handler.    
 
Come to the April meeting to learn more and to meet a mold-detecting dog and handler 
team!  Weôll see you thereé      ð Editor 

Presidentõs Message 
Spring is supposed to be here.  With it comes longer daylight hours and more 
rain, but we cannot let the rain stop us from working with our dogs.  I donôt know 
about you, but I now go for walks with my boots on and Iôm convinced my Berner 
puppy has become part Portuguese Water Dog!  He finds every mud puddle he 
possibly can and flies through it as fast as he can, to see how much water he 
can displace in the process ï LOTS! 
With rain and moisture comes mold that shows up in our homes whether we 
know it or not.   Which brings me to our program for this month.  Paul Collins 
and his dog Xena will give us a demonstration on detecting mold.  Xena, a Ger-
man Shepherd, is one of the only mold-detecting dogs in the Pacific Northwest.  
I think it will be an interesting program and I hope everyone will come to the 
meeting and ask Paul questions about his partnership with Xena. 
 
On another note, please be sure to let Nancy Radich know if you can help volun-
teer at our Spring Agility Trial at the end of May.  It takes many volunteers to put 
these events on and we all benefit from the proceeds this event brings to the 
club, whether or not we participate in Agility ourselves. 
 
So if you have an hour or two during the Agility Trial please come and help, it 
will be greatly appreciated.     -  Susan Parr 

Weõre on the Web!     www.hrkc.org  



New HRKC member, 
Vonda L. French, is an 
Olympic Peninsula  
native having been 
born and raised in Port 
Angeles.  Vondaôs  
parents met at a local 
Port Townsend USO 
dance and had six 
children, 4 boys and 2 
girls, of which Vonda 
is the youngest.  A 
trained Medical Assis-
tant, she has recently 
returned to her home 
town, after living in 
Colorado and Central California for a few 
years. 
 

Vondaôs first exposure to dogs was a black poodle, named Alex.  When her brothers werenôt watch-
ing sports she would watch dog shows with her father, longing to show a dog.  Susie, a Pug, joined 
the family and was known as a real ósnorterô.  Vonda later adopted 
a Sheltie from the Humane Society.  It was Ute Dedemore who in-
troduced Vonda to Schipperkes and, after doing breed research, 
Vonda bought one: Inky, pictured here.  She is very excited about 
showing Inky (who is quite energetic and full of personality), and 
loves taking Inky for long walks in Carrie Blake Park.  Inky is very 
familiar with CBP, and is almost as big as the ducks swimming in 
the pond!  

Vonda is looking forward to the upcoming dog shows and hopes to 
include her love of travel with her love of showing dogs, enabling 
her to see and learn about other parts of the country and to see the 
sights, and show dogs at the same time. 

 

Vonda enjoys cross stitch and  
crochet, and spending time with  
family and friends playing board 
games such as Monopoly, Clue and 
Sorry.  She keeps busy by bike rid-
ing, playing tennis and swimming for  
exercise. 
 

A very warm welcome to Vonda and 

Inky!  
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