
Itôs Showtime!  Yes, our annual All-Breed show is coming up on July 24th, 25th 
and 26th.   This is the first year that we will host a three day event starting with  
Obedience and Rally only on Friday, and that means it is time again for me to 
remind everyone how important it is for all our members to pitch in and help.   
 
There are so many things to do from set-up to tear-down, selling catalogs,  
helping with parking, hospitality, and just going around the show site to help 
keep things clean and picked up. 
 
So many exhibitors have told me how nice our show is.  They love the  
friendliness of everyone involved and they love our show site, so letôs once 
again show other clubs how to put on an event.  If everyone would come out 
and helpðeven for just a couple of hours each dayðthen we all benefit, and I 
promise I stop begging for help after the next Agility Trial in August.  Really, I 
promise!   
 
Joe Larson has been doing a fantastic job of organizing this yearôs show and I 
am sure that he would appreciate a pat on the back and kudos when you see 
him around the show grounds.  It is a huge responsibility to be Show Chair-
person and, in return, he doesnôt even get to show his dogs, so I would hope 
that everyone can thank him in one way or another. 
 
I wish every club member the best of luck in our show.  It would be wonderful 
to see a few of our local dogs in the Group ring this year, as well as some 
contenders for High in Trial.  I know everyone is practicing and conditioning 
their dogs for the big event.   
 
Good luck, and have a safe and wonderful July 4th holiday! 

-  Susan Parr 
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HRKC Calendar  
 

July 8:  HRKC Board Meeting.  6:30 p.m. Goinô to the Dogs.  53 Valley Center Place, Sequim. 
July 15:  HRKC General Meeting.  7:00 p.m. Greywolf Veterinary Clinic.  1102 E. Washington, Sequim. 
July 24, 25, 26:  HRKC 2009 All Breed Dog Show/Obedience Trials.  Est. start times: Friday, 7/24, 10 a.m.;  
Saturday/Sunday, 7/25-26, 8:30 a.m.  Blake Family Property. 
August 7, 8, 9:  HRKC Agility Trials.  Times, TBD.  Blake Family Property. 
August 19: HRKC General Meeting. 7:00 p.m. Greywolf Veterinary Clinic.  1102 E. Washington, Sequim. 
September 16: HRKC General Meeting. 7:00 p.m. Greywolf Veterinary Clinic. 1102 E. Washington, Sequim. 
October  21:  HRKC General Meeting.  7:00 p.m.  Greywolf Veterinary Clinic.  1102 E. Washington, Sequim. 
November 18:  HRKC General Meeting.  7:00 p.m.  Greywolf Veterinary Clinic.  1102 E. Washington, Sequim. 
December 16:  HRKC General Meeting.  7:00 p.m.  Greywolf Veterinary Clinic.  1102 E. Washington, Sequim. 
 

A Call for All -Breed Show Volunteers and Stewards  
 

WE NEED YOU!  LOTS OF YOU! 
 

We are getting closer to having enough people to run the show, but we arenôt there yet! 
 

Volunteers are needed during the show for collecting parking fees, overseeing the unloading  
area, hospitality, and catalog sales.  Please understand that working the parking area  is especially 
important ð this is the big money-maker for the club ð and we need plenty of volunteers to help 

and to give other workers a break. 
 

Overseeing the unloading area keeps the traffic moving and the area clear for the next exhibitor who 
needs to unload.  These volunteers need to be polite, yet firm.     

 

Hospitality (keeping the judges and stewards refreshed), and Catalog Sales are less demanding, but 
equally important.  In the past, we've had a good turnout for setting up and tearing down, and we 
need a good turnout again this year. The extra day of Rally and Obedience will be new for us and 
present some new situations.  We realize that if people are going to show their dogs it's hard to  

commit to a time until after the judging schedule is announced, but we will need some workers to 
commit to hourly shifts so others can have a break, eat lunch or show their own dogs. 

 

Contact Joe Larson to volunteer your time:   
360-683-5364 or 360-460-1967, or via email at:  lilmac@olypen.com 

 

Chris Cornell still needs obedience and rally stewards for the three show days (July 24, 25, 26). 
Judging will start 10:00 am, finish 2:30 pm on Friday, July 24 and start 8:30 am, finish 1:00 pm on 
July 25 & 26.  You donôt need prior experience, only the willingness to learn and do a good job.   

 

Contact Chris (681-4440, cornellc@olypen.com) to sign up. 

Mea Culpa!!    

Guilty, I plead guiltyé  Last month I missed two very important people in my tribute of thanks to our Agility Trial Volunteers!  
They are:  Susan Parr and Gabrille LaRoche.  How I could have missed including them, I cannot say (because I just donôt 

know!), but I would like to give them their due, here and now ðTHANK YOU!    
 

I can only offer my standard mantra when something like this happens:   
Memory: Itôs the second thing to go; you canôt remember what went first...! 

mailto:cornellc@olypen.com


Interesting Reading  

 
California Tax Officials Target Breeders Via Internet:  http://news.vin.com/VINNews.aspx?articleId=13238 
  

More on Tax Officials Targeting Breeders through AKC Website:  http://www.chako.org/forum/blog.php?
u=53&b=9&sid=0b76ec358a149f666eb39951def82e7d  
 

Public Perception is Not HSUS Reality, Part 1: http://ar-hr.com/2009/06/04/public-perception-is-not-hsus-reality/ 
 

HSUS Starts a College:  http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2009/06/19/humanesociety 
 

Spot-On Flea, Tick Meds Investigated:  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is investigating the  
pesticides used in pet flea and tick control medications after receiving reports about dangerous side effects. Read more 
at http://animpet.blogspot.com/  
 

Rescuing Sprite: A Dog Loverôs Story of Joy and Anguish, by Mark R. Levin 
 

Walking in Circles Before Lying Down, by Merrill Markoe.  ñA delighté Anyone who has ever put words into a petôs 
mouth will be amused, but perhaps not surprised, by the dogsô views on sex, garbage, fetching tennis balls, toys, and 
food.ò - Boston Sunday Globe 
 

Lost & Found, by Jacqueline Sheehan.  A poignant and unforgettable taleof love, loss and moving oné with the help of 
one not-so-little-dog, a large black Labrador retriever named, Lloyd. 

Other Events  
 

July 25:  TDI (Therapy Dog International) / CGC (Canine Good Citizen) Tests.  At the HRKC All-Breed Dog 
Show, there will also be a TDI/CGC test on Saturday, July 25.  This test will start about 1:00p.m. in an  
obedience ring.  Entry is limited to 20 dogs on July 25, so contact Chris and reserve a spot. Cost:  $10.   
Contact Chris Cornell:  681-4440, cornellc@olypen.com if you plan to test.  TDI test requirements can be 
downloaded at: www.tdi-dog.org 
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Membership News  
 

Rory & Mark Haggerty of Port Angeles, and  
Heather Olson and Jeremy Reeves of Joyce  

 

were voted into membership at the June meeting. 
 

Donôt forget to introduce yourself to our new members at the next club meeting and  
give them a warm welcome. 

 

Donõt ForgetñAnnual Charity Raffle at All -Breed Show  
 

Carolyn is still looking for donations for the raffle.  Member response has been slow, but Iôm sure that is just 
because you all think there is plenty of time left.  Well, sort ofé  but by the time you get this newsletter, there 
wonôt be much time left.  So, please donôt wait until the last minute.  We really do need to replenish our charity 

fund in order to continue supporting the various canine organizations that are important to our members. 
 

So, now is the time to search your house for gifts you didn't especially want, show items you have won at dog 
shows you don't need, business people needing tax write-offs or, just a plain old donation. 

 

For the raffle to make money we need items that the public will find interesting enough to buy raffle tickets, so 
please help in any way that you can. 

 

You can either bring your items to the club meetings on July 15, or contact Carolyn Money 
to pick them up.  You can reach Carolyn at: dncngals@olypen.com or 360-406-4078. 

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2009/06/19/humanesociety
http://animpet.blogspot.com/
mailto:cornellc@olypen.com
http://www.tdi-dog.org
mailto:dncngals@olypen.com
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Brags!  

Papillion, Kalisse-Silhouette Ringside Gossip 
"Ryan", owned and bred by new HRKC members 
Heather Olson and Jeremy Reeves, won Best In 
Show Novice puppy twice at the UKC shows held 

May 31st in Chehalis, WA.  
 

Shown above with Heather (center) and Judges Kim 
Allison and Paul Bruneau, Ryan was five months old 

at the time and this was his first time ever in the 
ring. Heather said, ñHe really seemed to enjoy him-
self, especially giving the judges lots of kisses while 
on the table.ò  Ryan is fast following in his parents 

paw prints who are also UKC Best in Show winners: 
UKC BPIS CH Kalisse Naughty But Nice, CGC, TDI 
and UKC BIS Multi Ch Caratoot's Classy Centerfold.  

 

Congratulations Ryan, Heather and Jeremy! 
At the same show in Chehalis, WA, on Saturday, 
Ryanôs littermate sister, Kalisse-Silhouette  

Calender Girl "Morgan" (at left), also owned and 
bred by Heather Olson and Jeremy Reeves, won 

Best of Breed Novice Puppy under Judges  
Robert Collins and Rebecca Harris.  

 

Congratulations Morgan, Heather and Jeremy! 

 

Susan Parrôs Bernese Mountain Dog, Brandy, passed 
her Novice Draft Dog Test at the Bernese Mountain 
Dog Club of Oregonôs Draft Test.  She passed  

Novice on both Saturday and Sunday. 
 

Congratulations Brandy and Susan! 



Marie McCooeyôs Doberman,  
Hidden Acres A Quest For Victory 
 ñJRò, did very well in Puyallup.  He 

went Winners Dog and Best Of  
Winners on Saturday, and Winners Dog and 

Best of Opposite Sex  
over champions on Sunday.   

 

Sweet and handsome, JR is 13  
months old and, like most adolescent male 

dogs, full of mischief! 
 
 

Congratulations JR and Marie! 

The Dog Eared Journal ,  Page 5  Jul y 2009 

Brags!  

Kimberly Gibbonsô Australian Cattle Dog, Kurt,  
had three big wins at Puyallup:  On Saturday,  

Kurt earned a first place finish in Novice A  
Obedience with a score of 193.5 and, in Rally  

Excellent A, a second place finish with score of  
90. On Sunday Kurt earned another first place  

finish in Novice A Obedience with a score  
of 188.5. 

 
Congratulation Kurt and Kimberly! 

Joe Larsonôs Sheltie, Sunlar's Ray of Light "Madonna", was Winners Bitch and Best Opposite Sex at the Bell  
Vernon show on June 28th. The judge was Mr. Ambrosio who will be judging at our shows next year.  

 
Congratulations Madonna and Joe! 

 
(Photo unavailable at time of publication) 



Working on Future Herding Brags...  

Susan Parrôs adolescent 
Bernese Mountain Dog, 
Gandalf, (left and below) 
had his first opportunity to 

try his paw at herding 
sheep, at Packleader  
Farm in Gig Harbor.   

 
Gosh, Gandalf is almost  

as big as the sheep  
he is herding!!   

 
Hhhmmm, in my crystal 
ball I see herding titles in 
Gandalfôs future... 

 
Good job Gandalf and 

Susan! 

Not to be outdone by her ñlittle brotherò, Brandy (below),  
who has already had some herding experience,  

demonstrates how it is done. 
 

Hhhmmm, the crystal ball is showing more herding titlesé.   
Who will get the titles first?  Shall we start a pool? 

 
Good job, Brandy and Susan! 
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...more Work on Future Herding Brags...  

 

Mary Frandenôs 5-month-old Collie pup, Rig 
(Silvercloudôs Gatekeeper), above and at 
left, is having the time of his life with his  

first experience herding sheep!   
 

Canôt you just hear him thinking, 
ñWaaahooooo!ò? 

 
No doubt about it, herding titles are  
definitely in his future!  My crystal  

ball just said, óduhôé 
 

Good job Rig and Mary! 
 

Mary Frandenôs Raven, 
Rigôs ñauntieò (right) also 

had a good time  
practicing sheep  

herding.   
 

Already titled in herding, 
Raven continues to  

perfect her skills and will, 
no doubt, be in future 

brag pages.  The crystal 
ball does not lie... 

 
Good job Raven and 

Mary! 



The Dog Eared Journal ,  Page 8  Jul y 2009 

é and Workinõ Those Sheep... 

 
 
 
 
 

Gabrielle LaRoche 
says, ñSorry Nash  

(at left) and I missed  
the B-OB Match, but  

we were  at a  
herding clinic..ò 

An Obituary for Words  
 

In 2007, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People staged a symbolic ban on a particularly  
noxious racial epithet, now referred to as the ñN-word.ò Of course, you canôt really ban a word. In fact, an attempt to ban 
something often backfires, particularly in the United States where we donôt like people censoring our speech. So Iôm 
not going to tell you not to say ñpuppy mill.ò Iôm going to give you some very good reasons for not using that phrase. 
 
I speak to a lot of dog clubs and frequently hear dog breeders supporting so-called ñanti-puppy millò laws. When I ask 
these people to define ñpuppy mill,ò invariably the definitions given include:      
    People who "over breed" their dogs. 
    People who don't take care of their dogs. 
    People who have too many dogs. 
    People who breed dogs "just for money." 
    People who don't take health issues into account when breeding their dogs. 
 
Letôs look at these definitions in turn. What is ñover breeding?ô In the wild, most canids can only reproduce once a year. 
Most domestic dogs can have two litters a year. When I first became a dog breeder, it was almost a religious belief that  
 

 (continued next page) 
 

Gabrielle LaRocheôs Briard, Nash (CH Deja Vu Back Seat Driver, CGC, RA, PT, JHD-s) is working the graze   
and smiles for the camera while tending the C-course flock at Brigandôs Hide Out, June 14, 2009.   

Good job Nash and Gabrielle! 



The Dog Eared Journal ,  Page 9  Jul y 2009 

(continued from previous pageé) An Obituary for Words  

 
no female dog should be bred more than once a year. We were told that it was important to ñrestò the uterus between 
litters. Today, however, thanks to advances in veterinary medicine, we know that an empty uterus is actually damaged 
by the elevated progesterone levels that occur in each heat cycle, whether the dog is pregnant or not. Veterinary  
reproduction specialists recommend that dogs be bred on their second or third heat cycle, that we do more back-to-
back breeding, and that we spay the dogs at around age 6. 
 

The ñover breedingò argument also treats reproduction as something that female dogs wouldnôt do if they had a choice. 
Dogs arenôt peopleðfemale dogs actually want to be bred when theyôre in heat, and, with few exceptions, enjoy raising 
their puppies. Itôs not an unwelcome event for dogs. 
 
People who don't take care of their dogs are already guilty of a crime in all 50 states. There is nowhere in the United 
States where it is legal to neglect or abuse dogs. Sadly, a small minority of all dog breeders--commercial, home and 
hobby--commit neglect and abuse. Some of these do so out of ignorance, some out of laziness, and some out of 
meanness. All are ALREADY breaking the law. It just needs to be enforced. 
 

One of our biggest problems now is that animal radicals insist that every dog be raised like a hot house flower. One bill 
proposed this year would have required every kennel to be air conditioned. Many owners of working dogs prefer that 
their dogs be acclimated to hot weather so that they can work when the temperature goes up. Likewise, sled dogs in 
the north often sleep outdoors in the snow. Dogs can live and thrive in a wide range of environments. The arctic circle, 
the jungles of Africa, and the deserts of Arabia have all produced breeds of dogs that can live happily in conditions that 
might not suit all dogs. It is important that we not let activists redefine the needs of dogs to the extent that we are forced 
to provide a brass bed and a down pillow for every animal in the kennel! 
 
What is "too many dogs?" Most of our breeds were developed by wealthy people who kept large numbers of dogs. 
Hound breeders traditionally kept good-sized packs, and early show breeders did as well. Now that our sport includes 
more mainstream peopleðpeople with jobs or people who need jobsðitôs hard for many of us to keep large numbers of 
dogs. There is no inherent link between numbers of dogs and neglect. People who have the resources to keep big  
kennels provide a service for all of us, particularly if they maintain a good number of useful stud dogs. 
 
Breeding dogs is expensive, and getting more so daily. Itôs just plain silly to pretend that none of us needs the money 
generated by puppy sales and stud services. Without that income, the vast majority of middle class breeders could not 
afford this sport. When our sport was solely in the hands of rich people, it was the norm to sneer at people in "trade," 
and part of that attitude was handed down to us with the culture of our sport. However, today, the majority of us in the 
sport are "in trade," in the sense that we have to work to support ourselves.  Our dogs must, at least in part, support 
themselves or most of us would have to get out of the game. 
 
We have among us a small but vociferous group of people who think that breeders only care about producing great 
hunting or show dogs, and nothing about health. In fact, I've never met a breeder who wasn't concerned about the 
health of his dogs and the health of his breed. Most health problems in dogs donôt have simple solutions, so it is only 
natural that breeders are often going to disagree about how to address health problems. When thereôs no right answer 
to a question, then breeders who follow a different path than you might choose are not necessarily wrong or uncon-
cerned. I know that many believe that commercial breeders don't care about health, but the fact is that their professional 
organizations provide some of the most sophisticated health seminars in the country for their breeders. 
 
Twenty years ago, animal activists created the phrase ñpuppy mill.ò Back then, it was only applied to commercial  
breeders, and then only to those who were breaking the law by neglecting their dogs. In a futile attempt to placate  
activists, many hobby breeders adopted the term ñpuppy millò and used it to separate ñthemò from ñus.ò It was a mistake 
then, and itôs rapidly becoming fatal today. Every one of these so-called ñanti-puppy mill billsò has a definition that could 
easily include breeders of hunting and show dogs. Every time you use that phrase, youôre contributing to the idea that 
dog breeders need to be regulated out of existence. 
 
The message we need to send to America is that purebred dogs are good, not just because they have pedigrees, but 
because of their predictability, and that people should shop at least as carefully for a puppy as they do for a car. We 
don't need to help the animal radicals spread their message by using their favorite term: puppy mill.  
 

         Originally published in Bloodlines 

         By Cindy Cooke, Legislative Specialist 

          Permission to reprint 
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Dog Show People ñNewcomers Field Guide, Part 5  
by Linda Hazen Lewin 

 

Continued from last month this is the conclusion of a very tongue in cheek look at dog shows.  The author picks on eve-
ryone, so donôt be offended.  Ms. Lewin divides dog show people into two categories, those with and those without dogs.  
We appreciate Ms. Lewinôs generosity in sharing her observations and wit with the Field Guide.  Ms. Lewinôs home is in 
Falls Church, VA, where she can be found attending in many categories at a dog show near you:  as BS, EOH, judge 
and hardworking ñotherò.   To a novice, a dog show can be a daunting experience. The initial impression is often one of a 
single-purpose county fair where many grim-faced people run about with numbers on their arms and dogs in tow, and 
where, if one can judge by their facial expression, only about 1 in 20 of them is having fun.  Following is a short list of the 
most frequently encountered personages at a dog show, and how to identify them by their typical  
plumage, temperament, demeanor and call. 
 
PEOPLE WITH DOGS               PEOPLE WITHOUT DOGS    ____ 
Professional Handlers   Judges     Breeder Spectators 
Owner Handlers   Stewards    Non-Breeder Spectators 
Junior Handlers    Official Photographers   AKC Field Representatives 
Obedience Exhibitors   Other People at the Dog Show  Superintendentôs Staff 
  
AKC FIELD REPRESENTATIVE:  If ever the federal government wanted to fund a Stealth Dog Show Attendee, the AKC 
Field Representative, know as ñthe Repò, would be it.  Very difficult to spot in the field due to the fact that only one  
attends any given show, they tend to appear like phantasms and they just as suddenly melt back into the crowd and  
disappear. The really skilled ones can disappear from view at ju-u-u-st that precise moment when oneôs eyes become 
focused on them, making one think one didnôt really see them at all.  Because they are supposed to attend the show as 
the ambassador from the AKC to observe judges, answer questions, mediate disputes and calm the hysterical, they are 
rarely around when you need one.  However, the Rep can most often be pinned down at the Superintendentôs tent in the 
vicinity of whatever club facility houses the public address system. When on stealth duty, they sit decorously at  
ringside, pretending to chat discreetly with a friend while actually observing the judge.  After said judge notices that the 
Rep is watching and has passed at least on quart of nervous perspiration, the Rep jots a few notes, smiles mysteriously, 
picks up his or her chair, and silently moves on to a new quarry.  AKC Reps look like adult JHsðimpeccably dressed, 
shod and coiffed, but sometimes with the additional óje ne sais quoiô of a hat.  Hatted male Reps seem to go for the 
tweedy-English-country-gentleman look, while the female Reps often favor swoopy, broad-brimmed confections which 
may involve feathers.  Both male and female Reps have that certain upper-crusty aloofness, which surrounds all those 
who wield a lot of power.  The above-it-all aura acts as a natural repellent to dirt, dog hair and most people, and allows 
the Reps to attend multiple dog shows in their best attire, in all kinds of weather, without getting so much as a micron of 
dust or a whisper of calumny on themselves.   
 
SUPERINTENDENôTS STAFF:  The Superintendentôs staff falls into two categories ð those in fancy plumage who  
attend to the administrative work of the show, and those in working attire who do the roustaboutsô job of driving the big 
trucks in with the supplies and setting up the rings and tents.  The roustabout types show up the previous evening to set 
up.  This is usually a crew of  six or so burly men who only need to know where you want everything placed to have it up 
and done in a twinkling.  Itôs a fascinating process to watchðjust like Barnum and Bailey, but without the inconvenience 
of elephants. Canny grounds chairmen know that any special favors they may wish can be effectively accomplished 
through the liberal application of beer.  At the end of the show, the crew has the rings and tents down, folded and loaded 
in no time, and the truck is often rolling off the grounds before the Best in Show winner is back in its crate.  The  
administrative superintendentôs staff is found in the superintendentôs tent.  They sit there, behind a high counter-like 
structure, writing things (no one is sure what) and looking annoyed if someone interrupts them with a request.   
Periodically, they make dashes to the rings to collect judgesô books.  Then they return to their counter and write some 
more. 
 
OTHER PEOPLE AT THE DOG SHOW:  There are other people at the dog shows, but youôre not as likely to see them 
around the rings because theyôre too busy working on show day.  These people include the show chairman, the  
hospitality staff, the officers of the club, the catalog chairman and the parking people (you saw them when you came in).  
All these people have important jobs to do before, during, and/or after the show. Any exhausted-looking person in casual 
(maybe even dirty and sweaty) clothes, stumbling about, mumbling under his or her breath, is undoubtedly one of these 
and should not be arrested as a vagrant.  They deserve a smile and a thank-you, because they, as well as those  
mentioned above, make it all happen every year for their club, and the exhibitors and spectators who attend their dog 
show. 

Source:  http://www.dogwoodtrainingacademy.com/lib_fun-people.htm 
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Dog Heatstroke Survival Guide  

Know how to treat and prevent this dangerous condition.  By Robert Newman 
 
What is heatstroke?  In simple terms, heatstroke occurs when a dog loses its natural ability to regulate its body temperature. 
Dogs don't sweat all over their bodies the way humans do. Canine body temperature is primarily regulated through respiration 
(i.e., panting). If a dog's respiratory tract cannot evacuate heat quickly enough, heatstroke can occur.  To know whether or not 
your dog is suffering from heatstroke (as opposed to merely heat exposure), it's important to know the signs of heatstroke.  
 
A dog's normal resting temperature is about 100.5 to 102.5 degrees Fahrenheit. Once a dog's temperature rises above 105 
degrees, physiological changes start to take place, and the dog begins to experience the effects of heatstroke. At 106 to 108 
degrees, the dog begins to suffer irreversible damage to the kidneys, liver, gastrointestinal tract, heart and brain.  If a dog is 
experiencing heatstroke, you may observe excessive panting; hyperventilation; increased salivation; dry gums that become 
pale, grayish and tacky; rapid or erratic pulse; weakness; confusion; inattention; vomiting; diarrhea; and possible rectal  
bleeding. If the dog continues to overheat, breathing efforts become slowed or absent, and finally, seizures or coma can occur.  
The amount of damage a dog sustains when stricken with heatstroke depends on the magnitude and duration of the exposure. 
The longer and more severe the exposure, the worse the damage will be. 
 
What to do: 
1 Pay attention to your dog. Recognizing the symptoms of heatstroke and responding quickly is essential for the best possible 
outcome.  
2 Get into the shade. If you think your dog is suffering from heatstroke, move it into a shaded area and out of direct sunlight. 
Apply cool water to the inner thighs and stomach of the dog, where there's a higher concentration of relatively superficial, large 
blood vessels. Apply cool water to the foot pads, as well. 
3 Use running water. A faucet or hose is the best way to wet down your dog's body. Never submerge your dog in water, such 
as in a pool or tub - this could cool the dog too rapidly, leading to further complications, including cardiac arrest and bloating.  
4 Use cool - not cold - water. Many people make the mistake of using cold water or ice to cool the dog. When faced with a dog 
suffering from heatstroke, remember that the goal is to cool the dog. Using ice or extremely cold water is actually counterpro-
ductive to this process because ice and cold water cause the blood vessels to constrict, which slows blood flow, thus slowing 
the cooling process. 
5 Don't cover the dog. One of the keys to successfully cooling your dog is ensuring the water being placed on the dog can 
evaporate. Never cover an overheated dog with a wet towel or blanket. This inhibits evaporation and creates a sauna effect 
around your dog's body. Likewise, don't wet the dog down and put it into an enclosed area, such as a kennel. Any air flow  
during the cooling process is helpful in reducing the dog's body temperature. Sitting with the wet dog in a running car with the 
air conditioner blowing is an ideal cooling situation. 
6 Keep the dog moving. It's important to try to encourage your dog to stand or walk slowly as it cools down. This is because the 
circulating blood tends to pool in certain areas if the dog is lying down, thus preventing the cooled blood from circulating back 
to the core.  
7 Allow the dog to drink small amounts of water. Cooling the dog is the first priority. Hydration is the next. Don't allow the dog to 
gulp water. Instead, offer small amounts of water that's cool, but not cold. If the dog drinks too much water too rapidly, it could 
lead to vomiting or bloat.  
8 Avoid giving human performance drinks. Performance beverages designed for humans are not recommended because they 
are not formulated with the canine's physiology in mind. If you can't get an overheated dog to drink water, try offering chicken- 
or beef-based broths. 
 
See a veterinarian.  Once your dog's temperature begins to drop, cease the cooling efforts and bring the dog to a veterinarian 
as soon as possible. Your dog's temperature should be allowed to slowly return to normal once cooling has begun. A dog that's 
cooled too quickly may become hypothermic.  Even if your dog appears to be fully recovered, the veterinarian needs to check 
to determine if the heatstroke caused any damage to your dog's kidneys and liver. The effects of heatstroke can continue for 
48 to 72 hours longer, even if your dog appears normal. 
 
William Grant, DVM, a veterinarian for 20 years and former president of the Southern California Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion, has treated hundreds of cases of heatstroke, ranging from mild to fatal.  According to Grant, the most common cause of 
death following heatstroke is Disseminated Intravascular Coagulopathy (blood coagulating throughout the body), or DIC, which 
can occur hours or days after the heatstroke episode.   DIC can also be caused by pyometra or septicemia, but Grant says 
heatstroke is the most common cause. "Once a dog develops DIC, it may bleed in the thorax, abdomen, nose and intestine," 
Grant says. "Once the blood-clotting factors are consumed, there is an inability of the blood vessels to prevent leaking; the  
condition is almost always fatal." For this reason, follow-up veterinary care is essential following a heatstroke episode, even if 
your dog seems to be completely fine. 
 
Prevention is the best medicine.  The best treatment for heatstroke is prevention. Especially during the summer months,  
it's essential to be aware of the potential for heatstroke. Knowing the signs of heatstroke, and taking the necessary steps to 
prevent it, will ensure your dog can have a safe and active life year-round.   
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Medical News  
 

Discovery Could Eliminate Harmful Gene Mutation in Dogs:  A genetic mutation that causes a  

neurological disorder called Sensory Ataxic Neuropathy (SAN) in Golden Retriever Dogs has been identified by Swedish 
scientists.  Dogs with SAN have uncoordinated movement and sensory problems. The symptoms appear when affected 
dogs are puppies.  The Swedish team found that SAN is caused by a one-base pair deletion in the mitochondrial tRNA-Tyr 
gene.  The mutation leads to mitochondrial dysfunction, which causes a progressive loss of neurons.   Read more at:   
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=100807 
Johns Hopkins University provides details about SAN at. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/dispomim.cgi?id=607459  
 

FDA: First Drug to Treat Cancer in Dogs Approved:  Palladia (toceranib phosphate), the first drug developed 

specifically for the treatment of cancer in dogs.  Palladia is approved to treat canine cutaneous (skin-based) mast cell  
tumors, a type of cancer responsible for about 1 out of 5 cases of canine skin tumors. The drug is approved to treat the 
tumors with or without regional lymph node involvement.  http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/
PressAnnouncements/ucm164118.htm 

What is Small Intestinal Bacterial Overgrowth (SIBO)? 
 

In this condition, there is a dramatic increase in the number of bacteria in the small intestine, and this interferes with nor-
mal absorption of nutrients. The result is chronic intermittent diarrhea, and weight loss or failure to gain weight.  In the  
German shepherd, this condition is thought to be related to a deficiency of immunoglobulin A (IgA) , the primary immune 
defense in the small intestine.  Small intestinal bacterial overgrowth (SIBO) may develop in association with exocrine  
pancreatic insufficiency.  It may also be seen with inflammatory bowel disease, although it can't always be determined 
which came first.  It is unknown if SIBO is an inherited condition, and it is common in many breeds. For many breeds and 
many disorders, the studies to determine the mode of inheritance or the frequency in the breed have not been carried out, 
or are inconclusive.  The condition is usually seen in young dogs, who develop chronic intermittent diarrhea which  
gradually gets worse, and lose weight or fail to gain weight normally. Some dogs may only show weight loss and in others 
there may be vomiting.  There is no straightforward test to diagnose SIBO.  Because the condition may develop as a  
complication of many intestinal diseases, it is important to search for any possible underlying cause. Your veterinarian will 
do tests for parasites, bacterial infections, partial obstruction, and other causes of diarrhea such as exocrine pancreatic 
insufficiency.  Besides these baseline blood and fecal tests, there are several other tests that can be done to support the 
diagnosis of SIBO.  Bacterial overgrowth in the proximal small bowel is increasingly recognized as an important cause of 
chronic intermittent small bowel diarrhea +/- weight loss in many breeds. There is overgrowth of anaerobic bacteria, which 
have a greater potential for damaging the intestinal mucosa and causing malabsorption.  
 

Anaerobes are also the major cause of bile salt deconjugation, the results of which are fat malabsorption and steatorrhea.  
Increased serum folate or reduced cobalamin provide indirect support for the diagnosis, once pancreatic insufficiency has 
been ruled out. Other helpful tests include absorption and permeability tests and hydrogen breath testing (available in 
some specialty centres). The diagnosis can be confirmed by microbiologic culture of duodenal juices (obtained endoscopi-
cally or by laparotomy) although this is expensive and technically complicated, and may miss some cases of SIBO.  
Antibiotics are used at the same time as any underlying cause is treated. Often, no underlying cause can be found and it 
becomes a question of long term management. The disorder can usually be controlled with long courses of antibiotics,  
repeated occasionally if there is a relapse, and dietary management using a therapeutic diet low in carbohydrates and 
fats .  Affected dogs should not be bred, and until more is known about inheritance of this disorder, it is prudent to avoid 
breeding their parents and siblings as well. 

Poisoning Alert -  Many home improvement stores are selling a houseplant that can 

cause serious poisoning in pets and children. The plant is called the ñSago Palmò or 
ñCycadò. It is also referred to as ñThe Oldest Known Plantò. It is used in outdoor landscap-
ing in Southern States, but can only survive as a houseplant in the North. All of this plant,  
including the seeds and root ball are toxic. Signs of illness first appear about 12 hours after 
ingestion and include gastrointestinal sign such as vomiting, diarrhea and lethargy. The 
toxins in the plant lead to severe liver failure with progressive weakness, jaundice, bruising 
and bleeding and other signs of liver failure that lead to death. It is estimated that 75-80% 
of animals ingesting this plant will die in spite of aggressive medical treatment. If you have 
one of these plants in your home you will want to be sure to keep it away from pets and 
children, preferably by disposing of it safely in a covered trash can or ñrehomeò it with 
someone who does not have pets or young children in the household.  http://
www.aspca.org/pet-care/poison-control/plants/sago-palm.html   Note:  Although called a 
Sago Palm, it's actually not, and the real Sago is, oddly enough, used for producing starch 
for puddings, etc. The houseplant version is the dangerous one being referred to. The real 
sago grows to 20-30 feet, so unless you live in tropical region, you won't get them confused.  

http://news.yahoo.com/s/hsn/20090530/hl_hsn/%20http:/www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/dispomim.cgi?id=607459
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/dispomim.cgi?id=607459
http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/poison-control/plants/sago-palm.html
http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/poison-control/plants/sago-palm.html
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