
The trees are beginning to change into the lovely Fall colors and Summer is 
about to leave us.  Already, the first morning frost has appeared on my deck, 
onto which I had just applied the final coat of sealantðjust in time!  With the Fall 
weather coming, I understand quite a few club members are expecting a Fall 
harvest in the form of puppies!  I wish for all the new Moms & Dads healthy    
litters and Momma dogs and, hopefully, not too many sleepless nights in the 
process. 

This monthôs newsletter features a discussion on Obedience.  Elaine recruited 
our clubôs two Obedience judges to provide insight on the sport based on their 
experiences and perspectives, and I want to thank Jim Thomson and Chris Cor-
nell for sharing their thoughts and knowledge.  It is so awesome that our club 
has so many Obedience competitors, and I would love to see more of you give it 
a try.  If nothing else it is certainly impressive to the general public to be able to 
put your dog in a sit-stay at a park, walk away, and have the dog stay where 
you left it.   Wellé,  in theory, it works that way a perfect scenario. 

Remember that AKC will allow mixed breed dogs to compete in Agility and   
Obedience trials in 2010.  This is an opportunity for our club to reach out to   
potential new members who may be interested in these sports and getting     
involved with our club.  Please encourage anyone who may be interested to 
come to a meeting and learn more about these new opportunities and HRKC. 

We also have a great Program lined up for the October meeting.  Washington 
State Trooper Russell Burkhart and his drug-detection dog, Max, will join us, 
along with Judy Stirton of WAG, to talk about Maxôs humble beginnings and his 
rise to a successfully working K9. 

It is also time to start thinking about new club officers and board members for 
2010.  I invite anyone who may be interested in any of these positions to please 
contact me, and I will be happy to answer any questions.  A nominating commit-
tee will be assigned at the October meeting to present a slate of officers for vote 
at the December meeting.  Everyone is encouraged to participate.   

In the meantime, I wish everyone productive training time and big hugs to your 
four legged friends. 

       Susan Parr, President 
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HRKC Calendar  
 

October  21:  HRKC General Meeting.  7:00 p.m.  Greywolf Veterinary Clinic.  1102 E. Washington, Sequim. 
November 11:  HRKC Board Meeting.  Time, TBD.  Goinô To The Dogs.  53 Valley Center Place, Sequim. 
November 18:  HRKC General Meeting.  7:00 p.m.  Greywolf Veterinary Clinic.  1102 E. Washington, Sequim. 
December_12:  HRKC Holiday Party.  Marinerôs Caf®, Sequim.  Time and details, TBD. 
December 16:  HRKC General Meeting.  7:00 p.m.  Greywolf Veterinary Clinic.  1102 E. Washington, Sequim. 
June 4, 5, & 6, 2010:  HRKC Agility Trials.  Times, TBD.  Blake Family Property, Sequim. 
August 13, 14 &15, 2010:  HRKC Agility Trials.  Times, TBD.  Blake Family Property, Sequim. 

Current Member News  
 

Karen and Paul Hannah lost their house to a fire in August.  They are currently living in their motor home for the  
next several months (approximately 9).  Karen wrote, ñIt is difficult at best, but everyone got out safely and for that  
we are thankful.  We have a new email address which is ozarkcrest@gmail.com.  We have only our cell phones  

for communication, but we would love to hear from you.ò 
  

Karen and Paul Hannah 
Paul  417-880-4765;   Karen 417-818-4232 

New Membership Applicants  
 

Sarah & Peter Dohrn of Port Angeles, have applied for Household Membership.  They recently moved to Washington 
from Illinois. Sarah & Pete have a Rough Collie, Bella, and two cats. They hope to compete in agility with Bella.  Pete is 
a pilot in Port Angeles and Sarah works for a local travel agency.  Sarah & Pete are sponsored by Elaine Booker and 

Jan Garrison, and their membership will be voted on at the October meeting. 

October Program  
 

Washington State Patrol Trooper Russell Burkhart is the trainer and handler of Max (previously known as Tucker), a 
drug detection dog.  When Max was Tucker, he was fostered by Judy Stirton of WAG, here in Sequim.  Max successfully 

passed his training and became a working dog, who has been on duty with Trooper Burkhart at the Bainbridge 
ferry.  Trooper Burkhart has graciously agreed come to Sequim and give a talk on how Max became a drug detection 

dog.  Judy Stirton will tell us about his interesting prior life in foster care.  
 

Trooper Burkhart and Max will begin their talk at the start of our October meeting, at 7:00 p.m. and, as a courtesy to Max 
and Trooper Burkhart, members are asked to please leave their dogs in their car. 

 

Many thanks to Chris Cornell for coordinating this program for our members! 

Canine Horoscopes  
 

Libra: September 23ðOctober 23:  Exciting days are ahead, but for the time begin you should spend more time  
alone.  Youôre simply dog tired.  You must meditate. Sit!  Collect your thoughts.  Preserve energy and get  

ready to rumble.  This dog is anxious to be taught new tricks. 
 

Scorpio: October24ðNovember 21:  At the moment you fear youôre barking up the wrong tree, but you must be  
more positive.  Everything will be fine.  In fact, within a few months you will probably save the world.  Your  

human thinks you have the ability. 

Other Events  
 

Best Friend Nutrition is having a "Halloween Bark" on October 31, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., at their store: 680 W. 
Washington Ave., in Sequim.  There will be a Pet Costume parade starting at 3:00 p.m.  Awards will be presented for: 

"Most Adorable", "The Scariest", "Most Original" and "Best of Show" costumes!  Great prizes, awards and, of course, all 
the dogs will be winners with small gift treats and lots of FUN!    Dog and people treats will be served all day!     

mailto:ozarkcrest@gmail.com
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Member Spotlight  

Editorôs Note:  This month, our Member Spotlight features new members:  Heather Olson and Jeremy Reeves.   
 

Heather, originally from Riverton, Wyoming, got an early start in the dog world with her mother, Tina Olson, who trained 
and raised field Labradors for hunting.  Later moving to Washington, they also worked with Rottweilers and Australian 
Shepherds, and her mother taught obedience and tracking.  Through her mother, Heather was exposed to several 
breeds as pets: English Mastiff, Staffies, Shih Tzu, Australian Shepherds, Rotties, Labradors, Boxers, and now Miniature 
Poodles and Schnauzers.  Heather showed for a bit in AKC, but most her young show life was spent in the local 4-H  
program around livestock. 
 

Jeremy, a native of Port Angeles, attended high school in Redmond.  
His first dog was a rescued German Shepherd mix, and his mother 
had imported purebred GSDs as companion dogs.  After graduation, 
Jeremy spent most of his days working several jobs and, on his days 
off, could be found with his canine buddy, Tex, fishing along the 
west riverbanks. 
 

When Jeremy and Heather met, Heather had a boxer pup and  
Jeremyôs Tex had recently passed away, so she bought a black lab 
puppy for him.  They moved to Wyoming and trained the pup for field 
hunting and dock diving.  Later they returned to Washington where 
they were introduced to the Papillon breed in 2005, with a gift of one 
from Heatherôs mother.  They originally intended to focus on  
Obedience, but ended up in the conformation ring.  Their first show 
was in Sequim at the HRKC All-Breed shows, where their girl, Paris, 
won her class.  Thatôs what got them started, and who knew where it 
would lead them!  In 2007 they purchased two show hopefuls, Luna 
and Phoebe.  Since 2005 they have shown ten dogs to their UKC Championships and have four generations of working 
therapy and service dogs.  Currently, Heather and Jeremy have two new pups each, and plan to be back in the ring with 
them this coming year. 
 

Someone once told Heather that ñPapillons are only foo-foo dogsò.  Well, that made her determined to prove just how 
versatile the breed can be.  As Heather points out, ñthere is a Phalene who also does herding!ò  Heather and Jeremy 
train all their dogs in basic obedience, but have yet to begin competing in the sport.  They also train in weight pulling and 
agility, in addition to conformation, using the rewards system with lots of praise and good treats.  Recently Heather and 
Jeremy began learning about clicker training and the pups are catching on quick. Their dogs are purposely trained in 
multiple sports to keep them in top physical condition and mentally challenged. Heather says, ñI once read it's hard to 
live with a beautiful fool, and I couldn't agree more!ò 

  
When not busy training and showing their dogs, Heather and Jeremy are  
volunteer firefighters and Emergency Medical Technicians for Clallam County 
Fire District #4 in Joyce.  
Jeremy is a structural and  
wild land firefighter, and both 
have hours of training in  
hazardous materials. Heather 
excels at working the trauma 
calls, such as: motor vehicle 
accidents, environmental  
emergencies, and mass  
casualty incidents. They have 
been volunteers for seven 
years.  They also enjoy organic  
gardening, fishing, and taking 
road trips... which frequently 
leads them to dog shows. 

 
 

(continued next page) 
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Member Spotlight, continued from previous page 
 
As for breeding, they usually have one or two litters per year,  
depending on the show schedule.  Heather says,  ñI am always 
amazed at what my breed has been able to achieve and train for. 
In my breeding program I strive to produce dogs with outgoing, 
level and dependable temperaments, soundness in structure, and 
a silhouetted type that is hard not to recognize. Any dog that does 
not fit our requirements is altered and placed in a loving  
companion home. We feel that a well bred, balanced dog should 
be able to do anything. All our dogs are fully health tested for  
patellur luxation, retinal atrophy, and cardiac defects before 
breeding and training.ò 
  
ñIn our breed I enjoy the European style of Papillon. They are not 

as refined and have heavier, more flowing fringes and coat. The UK standard is a bit different and they allow their dogs 
to reach up to 13" in height, where in the U.S., over 12" is a DQ.  I like a dog with a bit 
of substance, who, if they happen to jump off the couch or tumble in play they are less 
likely to break something or get injured. We train our puppies from birth using the  
Vollard and Tellington Touch methods, and feed a raw diet.ò 
  

They believe it takes a special kind of person to 
understand what it takes to be owned by dogs, and 
they enjoy being around people who are in it for the 
love of their breed, and know that at the end of the 
day everyone takes home the best dog.  Heather 
said, ñIts been a hard few years to get a good start 
in our breed. At one point I seriously considered 
giving it up. I'm thankful for those who have been 
there to help us along the way and to our good 
friends and mentors: Kalisse Papillons, Harmony 
Hill Boston Terriers, and for my motherôs 
help.  Without them this would be but a dream for 
us.ò 

 
Pet peeves include excessive grooming, especially 
at ring side, and people who can't be a good sport 
when they lose. Oh yes, and being asked, ñwhat 
designer breed of dog I have,ò when walking down the street. 
  

Heather and Jeremyôs interests as members of HRKC are to take a more active part in the world of dogs by helping to 
show the public how great the purebred dog world is, and helping to help keep this sport alive many years down the 
road.  ñWe're thankful to the club for allowing us to become a part of its membership.  We have enjoyed helping out at 
this yearôs events and look forward to helping with many more in the future.ò 

 
Heather and Jeremy live in Joyce, where 
they breed and train Papillons, and are 
currently thinking about adding a new 
breed to their household. 
 
 
Since joining the HRKC, Heather and  
Jeremy have wasted no time in becoming 
active, supportive members.  Although 
they live in Joyce, they made the daily 
commute to Sequim for all our events, 
providing much needed help at our Agility 
trials and All-Breed shows.  Letôs all make 
a point to meet Heather and Jeremy and 
welcome them. 
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Brags and Fun Photos...  

Ali Seeber, our clubôs Junior Handler, and her Shiba Inu, 
Lola, had a very busy schedule participating in the canine 

performance activities at the Clallam County Fair:   
 

Ali and Lola earned a blue ribbon in Fitting and  
Showing but, unfortunately, didnôt place.   

 

Lola was Champion in her class in Conformation but,  
because no one else was in that class, Ali sums it up as, 

ñwe were against a bee and a pineconeò.   
 

Ali and Lola also went Reserve Champion in Rally, 
earning a white in Obedience.   

 

Ali reports, ñIn Agility the best you could get was a blue  
ribbon, because they judged by how accurately the dog  

performed.  We got a blue!ò 
 

Also, ñthe Fair this year was much colder than last year  
and our area in the dog barn kept attracting bees  
because there were flowers everywhere inside.  

Lola kept trying to eat them.ò  
 

At the recent Enumclaw show, Lola finished her Rally  
Novice title, and Ali placed 2ndðout of eleven in Juniors!    

 

Now, thatôs a busy team! 
Congratulations Lola and Ali! 

Nancy Radichôs Papillon, Lovey  
(aka, ñFrenchyò), above and right, was Reserve  
Winners Bitch both Saturday and Sunday at the  

Gig Harbor Kennel Club Show in Shelton. 
 

Congratulations Lovey and Nancy!  

Anne Andritschôs Portuguese Water Dog, Charlie (above 
and below) passed his Canine Good Citizen (CGC) and 

Therapy Dog International (TDI) tests in September.   
Charlie will certainly make a good therapy dog ð he 

sure knows how to relax! 
 

Congratulations Charlie and Anne! 

Head 
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Brags and Fun Photos...  

Lorraine and Howard Shore have bred their German Pinscher 
"Bahn", Angelsun Attract Attention to the #1 German Pinscher 

in the country, "Lukas" Oakwood v Kaitler Revival, and are 
hoping for a large litter at the end of October.   Lorraine says, 
ñIt's a great line breeding and the first litter for both, and we've 

got a lot of people anxiously awaiting the pups.ò   
Above is a photo of the two lovebirds. 

 

Congratulations Bahn, Lorraine and Howard! 
We await news of the happy event for the next newsletter! 

Joe Larsonô Shetland Sheepdog, Jesse (Sunlar's 
Town Mouth), below, was Reserve Winner at her first 

show in Wenatchee.  
 

Joe reports, ñWe've had a string of Reserves the  
last few weekends with others.  My good news is a 

couple dogs that we've bred have finished their  
Championships: Apple Acres Spending Spree and 

Apple Acres Penny Arcade.  
 

Congratulations Jesse, Joe and extended  
Sheltie family! 

 
Georgia Towleôs and Patty Greenyôs Bernese 
Mountain Dog, Onyx, (Eur-am's Onyx of Red 

Rock Road RA NA NAJ), left, earned two 
new titles at the Bell-Vernon Kennel Club 

agility trial in Oak Harbor: Novice Agility and 
Novice Jumpers, with 3 clean runs (scores of 
100), two first place finishes, and one second 

place finish.  Wow, Onyxðyou go girl! 
 

Congratulations Onyx, Georgia and Patty! 
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Brags and Fun Photos...  

Gabrielle LaRocheôs Briard, Nash (Ch Deja Vu Back 
Seat Driver) below, learns to cart with Mary Franden. 
My crystal ball says Nash will be ready to compete in 

HRKCôs next carting test... 

Claudia Brownôs Bulldog, Millie (Ch BayView  
Million Dollar Baby), above, began her 

show career on March 25, 2009 and earned her 
Championship title on Sept 3, 2009!   

As Claudia says, ñYes, sir, that's my baby!ò 
 

Congratulations Millie and Claudia! 

A big welcome to the newest member of Susan Parrôs family, Ivie, a Bernese Mountain Dog puppy (above four photos).  
Ivie traveled all the way from Belgium just to torment Frodo, Brandy and Gandalf and, oh yes, the two cats.  Not one to 
give up or to take a back seat, Ivie has made herself quite at home.  She has claimed the suitcase, regularly works on 
killing the rug, and uses Frodo as her personal hurdle.  Ivie even exhausted Elaineôs German Shepherds one Saturday!   

Susan is going to be very busy with this little bundle of energy!  She is so darned cute! 
 

A big welcome to Ivie and congratulations to Susan! 
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Brags and Fun Photos...  

Heather Olson recently traveled to Oregon for a UKC show, but this time she had a different pup to showða Poodle!  
Heather reports, ñfor those that may remember me at the last meeting with the funny looking ñblack Papillonò pup,  
the pup is a 5-month old Miniature Poodle co-owned with and bred by my mother, Tina Olson. The pupôs name is  

Raven Crest My Gal Sal "Sally", and is my Mom's first home bred show puppy. We traveled to St. Helens, Oregon in 
September to try her out in the Novice Puppy class. Sally had three lead training experiences and the show was her 
first outing away from home. Well, you'd never have known to watch this girl in the ring!  Sally strutted her stuff like a 

seasoned pro and we finished the weekend off in style by winning Best In Show Novice Puppy... not once... but 
TWICE!!!! Many thanks to our judges Mrs. Eleanor Main and Mrs. Marilyn O'Neil   

It looks like I may be showing a poodle in the future.ò 
 

Congratulations Sally and Heather! 

Heather Olson and Jeremy Reeves 
report that, at the Papillon Association 
of Puget Sound specialty club (August 
14, 2009) their pupôs sire received the 
award of Best Stud Dog. ñBIS Multi 

Ch Caratoot's Classy Centerfold, Jazz, 
was imported from Sweden in 2002 by 

our friends and mentors of Kalisse 
Papillons. Jazz is a veteran now and 

came out of an almost two year  
retirement just for the weekend.  It's 

really something when you get to 
watch a dog that truly loves to be in the 

ring.  He is pictured here with his  
winning offspring, ñKalisse-Silhouette 
Calendar Girl" (right front), "Kalisse-

Cadgets Classic Touch" (left rear) and 
"Kalisse-Silhouette Man About 

Town" (right rear). This group definitely 
has a short attention span when it 

comes to taking photos!ò 
 

Congratulations to all! 
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Brags and Fun Photos...  

Heather Olson and Jeremy Reeves attended the  
Sammamish Kennel Club show in August, where their 
Papillon, Ryan (UKC BPIS Kalisse-Silhouette Ringside 
Gossip) won best 6-9 month male, and then went on to 
win Reserve Winners dog.  Heather and Jeremy were 
thrilled! Heather tells us, ñThis boy is AMAZING to show!ò 

 

Congratulations Ryan, Heather and Jeremy! 

Heather Olson and Jeremy Reevesô Papillon, Morgan 
(Kalisse-Silhouette Calendar Girl), also won her 6-9 
month puppy class. ñBest of all she was a VERY good  
girl on the table, despite her leaping and flying around  
the ring. I'm glad our judge took the time to see how 

beautiful this little girl really is.  
Special thanks to our judge, Mrs. Dorothy MacDonald.ò 

 

Congratulations Morgan, Heather and Jeremy! 

Heather Olson and Jeremy Reeves report that, in 
September, at the Wenatchee Kennel Club Apple 

Harvest Show, their Papillon, Ian (Kalisse-Silhouette 
Man About Town), above, was Reserve Winners dog 
both days under judges: Mrs. Ann A. Kennedy and 

Mrs. Robert Smith.  
 

Congratulations Ian, Heather and Jeremy! 

 
Heather Olson and  
Jeremy Reevesô  

Papillon, Morgan (UKC 
BPIS Kalisse-Silhouette 
Ringside Gossip) placed 

2nd in the 6-9 month 
puppy class, and 
Kalisse-Silhouette  

Calendar Girl placed 
2nd in her class on  

Saturday and 1st in her 
class on Sunday, 

(Morgan is shown at 
right).  Both dogs were 
handled by Jeremy at 

the September  
Wenatchee Kennel Club 

Apple Harvest Show.  
 

Congratulations to all! 



The Dog Eared Journal ,  Page 10  October 2009 

A Perspective On The Sport of Obedience  
by Jim Thomson  

 Note:  For those with access to the internet, the AKC Obedience and Rally Regulations are available online at: 
http://www.akc.org/pdfs/rulebooks/RO2999.pdf  
 
What are the most important exercises to master in Obedience? 
Simply stated, Obedience is about the relationship between the dog and handler and their collective ability to work as a 
team.  Paraphrasing from the Obedience Regulations, the Purpose is for the dog to ñdemonstrate willingness and  
enjoyment,ò and the handler to work in a ñsmooth and naturalò manner. 
 
On that basis, the most important exercises are heeling, the recall and retrieving.  Virtually all exercises build on these 
basic skills.  But, to master them, you and your dog need the right ñattitudeò.  To be highly competitive, you need almost 
perfect healing, perfect fronts and finishes, a reliable recall, the dogôs attention 100% of the time (regardless of  
distractions) AND a dog with a happy, willing manner.  Typically, the teams in the ribbons demonstrate these qualities. 
 
What are some handling nuances that are often overlooked by the handlers and/or trainers? 
Brisk heeling ï ñbriskò is defined as ñkeenly alive, alert, energeticò 
Performing noticeable speed changes for ñfastò and ñslowò. 
Handlerôs hand position:  Knowing where to put your hands for heeling with and without the leash, and during the recall.   
 
Let me explain. 
For on-lead heeling see Chapter 3, Section 5: 
ñThe leash may be held in either hand or in both hands, but the hands must be held in a natural position.ò  [Note:  for 
the purpose of Obedience heeling, holding your left hand at the center of your waist (and your forearm close to your 
body) is considered ñnaturalò.] 
 
For off-lead heeling see Chapter 2, Section 19: 
ñIn all exercises where the dog is required to heel free, one of these options should be followed: (1) when the handler is 
in motion, the arms and hands must move naturally at the sides and must hang naturally at the sides when stopped; or 
(2) the right hand and arm must move naturally at the side, while the left hand must be held against the front of the 
body, centered in the area of the waist, with the left forearm carried against the body.  In either of the above situations, 
the hands and arms may be adjusted during the fast portion of an exercise in order to maintain balance.ò  
 
For the recall exercise see Chapter 3, Section 10: 
ñThe handler will then walk forward to the other end of the ring, turn to face the dog, and stand with the arms and hands 
hanging naturally.  [Note: for the recall, the hands should be at your side; NOT in front of your body.] 
 
Adapting to the dog while heeling (which is a substantial handling error, maybe 3 or more points) verses losing points 
for a lag (could be as small as ½ point). 
Physically positioning the dog for the start of an exercise (heeling, recall).  In Novice, you may ñgently guide a dog by 
the collarò between exercises.  This is not permitted at any other time or other class. 
 
What are some common mistakes in training? 
Training for a particular exercise rather than training for good control and good attitude of the dog. 
Not training in different locations with different distractions. 
Not knowing what the regulations require (more on this later). 
Not training under adverse weather conditions:  rain, wet grass, cold mornings, in the hot sun, on mats for indoor trials, 
and around baby gates, such as those that are used at trials. 
 
Many handlers are perplexed because the dog works great in their back yard but not at trials.  Conclusion: (Hello?!) 
Work somewhere other than your back yard! 
 
Not knowing what the regulations require.   Every exercise described in the regulations includes a single sentence 
which begins with the phrase:  ñThe principle features of this exercise are éò   You cannot get a qualifying score if you 
do not do what this sentence says.  Using the recall as an example:  Section 10. Recall. The principal features of 
this exercise are that the dog stay where left until called by the handler, and that the dog responds promptly to 
the handlerôs command or signal to come. 
 

(continued next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 
 

If you give a command AND a signal ï you will NQ 
If your dog does not stay until you call him ï you will NQ 
If your dog does not respond to your command or signal ï you will NQ 

But, on the other hand, this is a pretty simple exercise and thousands of dogs do it every weekend! 

Not preparing the dog (and yourself) just prior to stepping into the ring.  Ask yourself has the dog relieved himself in the 
last hour?  Has the dog had a chance to get a little exercise, stretch their legs, maybe play with their favorite toy (on 
leash, of course).  Have you done a little heeling and a few finishes, maybe a down on the wet grass?  Have YOU  
relieved yourself in the last hour?  Are your shoes tied, do you want to take your coat off, do you need a hat or sun 
screen, do you have your armband on (is it right side up)?  Get your car keys, food, bait and toys out of your pockets.  
Turn off your cell phone, etc.  If you have trouble remembering all of this make a list and keep it in your pocket (thatôs 
what I do). 
 
Not preparing the dog:  Prior to your scheduled time in the ring has the dog been CRATED for a while and allowed to 
rest in a quiet, cool (or warm depending on the weather) place?  Have you walked the dog around the show grounds to 
get acclimated to the sights and sounds? 
 
Not knowing WHEN you will be in the ring.  Get a copy of the schedule and know what ring you are in and what the  
armband numbers are for the 3 to 4 dogs that will be in the ring before you.  Talk to the stewards, get your arm band  
BEFORE the class starts.  Stay close to the ring and watch for absent handlers. 
 
Not dealing with conflicts.  If you have a conflict, talk to the judge (not the stewards) and work out a solution BEFORE 
the class starts.  Most judges are more than willing to help you with conflicts.  They want you to be successful. 
 
Not watching the heeling pattern of the teams before you.  Try to visualize how you will do the pattern.  Listen to the 
judge give the commands to other teams. 
 
Not watching where the judge has each team start the heeling pattern, the figure 8, the stand for exam, and the recall.  
When you are in the ring, donôt waste time getting ready for the next exercise. 
 
Not getting yourself in a proper state of mind.  The 15-20 minutes before going into the ring STOP talking to your friends 
and START talking to your dog.  Get the attitude you will need to be successful and have your act together when you are 
asked to enter the ring.  If someone wants to talk to you, nicely tell them to go away (and respect their need for the same 
when they are getting ready for the ring). 
 

You will be in the ring only a few minutes ï make it count. 
 

How has the focus of the sport shifted away from traditional Obedience to other sports, how has the sport of Obedience 
changed or evolved over the last several years, and how has judging changed? 
When I started in Obedience (1969) there was no rally, agility, or many of the field events we now enjoy.  Except for 
sporting-breed field trials and tracking, Obedience was the only option for me at dog shows.  Today there is much more 
to do to enjoy my time with our dogs.  From my perspective, nothing is more satisfying that being successful in the  
Obedience ring. Other exhibitors may answer this question differently.  I enjoy rally, lure coursing, tracking and agility, 
but for me Obedience is the most difficult and the most satisfying when I am successful (personal opinion).  Training, 
handling and performance of the dogs in Obedience is much better than what I experienced 10, 20 and 30 years ago.  
With the advent of new technology, these improved training methods are now available to anyone willing to do their 
homework. 
 

From a judging perspective there have been many changes for the better.  AKC has a strong program to prepare judges 
to be approved for Obedience.  Because the handlers are turning in better performances each year, the judges have to 
be better at what they do. With the high-level of performance the rules have become more specific and the judging more 
precise.  A judge has two responsibilities:  (1)  Determine which teams have earned a qualifying performance; and (2) 
Determine which of the qualifying teams earned the 1

st
 through 4

th
 place ribbons.  

 

What could be done to encourage novice Obedience handlers to stay active in the sport? 
I believe the best way to encourage new handlers is for the more experienced people to mentor others.  This might be 
some one-on-one weekly practices, encouraging them to enter classes, supporting them at trials, helping them get  
entered at a trial, and inviting them to attend a 1 to 2 day Obedience Training Seminar.   Anything we can do to restore 
the strong sense of community we once enjoyed would be very beneficial. 
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When should I start training a young dog?    
If you are serious about any activity, the earlier the better.  A puppy is very receptive to learning.  Walking on a leash, 
sitting, downing, running after you, retrieving balls and toys, playing hide and seek, jumping over low heights, short  
recalls between two people are all fun things that you can do with a puppy.  Keep the sessions short and fun.   
 

Classes    
Getting into classes with your dog is usually very productive.  For the puppy, it serves to formalize training and also is a 
good socialization tool.  For all dogs it provides a set schedule to meet and a way to introduce new exercises.  Your  
instructor should have plans for advancement and observations on your progress.  Difficulties can be discussed by  
everyone in the class and solutions suggested by all.    
 

How much practice time is needed?   
This varies greatly based on a number of variables, such as: like the age/health of the dog and handler, experience of 
the handler, available time, performance goals.  Like many others, when I first got serious about training, my first dog got 
a lot of attention and training time.  Twice a day, every day, plus classes, was typical.  I practiced in the backyard, across 
the street in a park, on the sidewalk or a safe street, other peopleôs yards, the more locations the better.  Keep sessions 
short and try to vary the routine so both the dog and you stay interested.  The old axiom is true: the more you put into 
something the more you will get out of it.  
 

Food, toys, clickers?     
When I first started in obedience, in 1976, most training was based on the traditional choke chain "jerk and praise" 
model.  Incentive based methods were not common.  Over the years many new innovations have been introduced, with 
the vast majority of training now including positive reinforcements.  An example of the old system was to teach your dog 
to take a dumbbell by pinching the ear.  Although it could be effective if done right, the idea of inflicting pain to teach a 
behavior that you really want to be fun, is both illogical and unfair to the dog.  Some dogs need very little reward other 
than pleasing you, while others respond well to a treat, the squeak of a toy, or a clicker followed by something 
yummy.  Try different things, you never know what might work.  But remember to keep it positive.  
 

What is an important early thing for a dog to learn?    
After your dog is used to being on a lead without fussing, maintaining "attention" should be high on your list.  Watch 
great heeling teams and, invariably, you will see a smooth handler and a dog intent on staying in a consistent heel  
position at the left leg.  Leave the dog on a sit or down and work on attention, the dog keeping his eyes on you the entire 
time, even if there are distractions.  When heeling, give lots of praise for the dog staying right with you.  Impressing the 
importance of attention to your dog early on will not only help your scores but will make the more difficult exercises, like 
the Utility Signal exercise, easier to teach and master.    
 

What breed of dog should I get?    
In my opinion, the breed of dog is not important.  Most people have had breeds that they have liked since they were kids 
and long before they knew anything about dog shows.  If that is the case, then make that breed your first obedience or 
rally dog.  Are some breeds easier to train or more likely to get higher scores?  Probably, but ask yourself what you want 
to get out of the sport.  The satisfaction of attaining difficult goals with the breed you really love will often be much more 
rewarding than competing for high in trial.  
 

Is Obedience in trouble?    
This subject has been discussed endlessly.  Are the size of Obedience classes smaller then they used to be?  Yes.  I am 
not an expert on the reasons for this, but some have offered that it is due to the expense of participation in a downsized 
economy, the explosion of Agility or simply different priorities on how the public spends its leisure time.  However, there 
are still many followers of the sport and I think it will remain a strong element of dog activity.  
 

What do you think of AKC actions to help obedience with new titles?    
Some I like, some not so much.  A number of new titles have been made available over the years.  The best, in my  
opinion, is the UDX.  Passing both the Open and Utility class at the same show, at least 10 times, is a worthy and  
commendable accomplishment.  The OTCH (Obedience Trial Champion), has been around for over 30 years now and 
still is a prestigious title.  The recently enacted Obedience Master and Grand Master titles, which are predicated on  
earning points in the Open B and Utility B classes for scores over 190 is okay.  I would have preferred that the new  
optional titling classes of Graduate Novice, Graduate Open and Versatility had remained as non-regular classes.  I am 
also not an advocate of the Beginner Novice (used to be Sub-novice) becoming a titling class, but that will be happening 
next year.  

(continued next page) 

Observations on Obedience and Rally  
by Chris Cornell 




